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Reforming the science curriculum for the primary
stage in the State of Kuwait in the context of students’
needs: the teachers' views

Dr. Ahmad Shallal Alshammari,

Associate professor of curriculum and instruction
College of Basic Education. Kuwait

Abstract

This study aims to explore the importance of science curriculum reform
in the context of the students' needs, tendencies, and interests, in
addition to identifying the extent to which science curricula for the
primary stage in the State of Kuwait are related to the students' needs,
from the point of view of science teachers. Quantitative and qualitative
methods were used to achieve the aims of the study through the use of a
questionnaire and a personal interview with primary stage science
teachers. The questionnaire sample consisted of 531 science teachers,
and from these, 13 were chosen at random for personal interviews. The
results of the study showed that most science teachers agree that there is
a weakness in the content of science curricula in the primary stage in
relation to the students' daily life, society and culture. The results also
showed that most of the teachers agreed that the science curricula at the
primary stage do not develop students' thinking and practical skills, nor
do they contribute to training students to use science to solve problems
that they may encounter in their daily lives, because most of the content
of the science curriculum is not related to the students' needs and daily
life. The study recommends that science curricula are developed to be
more relevant to students' needs, tendencies, interests, culture and
society, because of the positive impact on students' motivation towards
learning science and benefiting from science lessons that help solve
problems that they may face in daily life.

Keywords: science curriculum, primary stage and students' needs.
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