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The role of the social studies course in developing critical
thinking skills among secondary school students from their
point of view in light of some variables

Dr/ Muhammad shaker turkey al sarayrah
Doctorate of philosophy in education specializing in
curricula and teaching methods for social studies faculty of
education Mansoura university

Abstract:

The research aimed to identify the role of the social studies course in
developing critical thinking skills among secondary school students from
their point of view in light of some variables. The research used the
descriptive approach, in order to suit the aim of the study.
recommendations and proposals. The research concluded that, in light of
the rapid changes and massive flow of information, critical thinking
skills become necessary to understand and analyze the world objectively.
The research also confirmed that critical thinking skills are not special
abilities that an individual is born with; Rather, it depends on the
presence of natural innate readiness with specialized and continuous
training and education to use and master these skills. The results of the
field study also demonstrated that the responses of the study sample
members to the four axes of the questionnaire were between moderate
and weak. The study found that there were statistically significant
differences at the level of (0.05) between the averages of the two
research groups of students according to the educational administration
variable in (Karak Governorate, Southern Mazar District — And students
from Karak Governorate, Al-Qasr District), in responding to the four
axes of the questionnaire and their sum, where the t-value was
statistically significant at the level of (0.05), and the differences were in
favor of the highest average category, which is the students from Al-
Mazar District. The field study also proved that there were no
statistically significant differences at the level of (0.05) between the
averages of the two research groups depending on the gender variable
(males — females) in the response to the four axes of the questionnaire
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and their sum, as the t value was statistically significant at the level of
(0.05), and it also proved the presence of Statistically significant
differences at the level of (0.05) between the averages of the two
research groups depending on the variable type of education
(governmental and private) in the response to the four axes of the
questionnaire and their sum, where the T value was statistically
significant at the level of (0.05), and the differences came in favor of the
group with the highest average, which is government education students.
Finally, the study concluded that there are statistically significant
differences between the responses of the sample members according to
the grade variable (first — second — third), with regard to the total score of
the questionnaire, in favor of the sample members of the third grade
students, compared to the second and first grade students, where the
value of the difference between Their averages are statistically
significant at the significance level (0.05).

Keywords: social studies, critical thinking, the role of the teacher.
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